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things in French literature. I met him once.
Do you like Hardy's Dynasts ?

J. H. M. : Yes, I find the metre sometimes
uncouth, but I like the magnitude of conception.

LORD MORLEY. Uncouth is the word. I
" read " Hardy's first novel when he submitted
it to the Macmillans, was impressed, but rejected
it, and then got him to come and see me, and was
the cause of his writing another and a better one.
But I didn't like his hanging Tess. It was need-
lessly poignant, and I wrote and told him so.

J. H. M.: Mr. Hardy is one of those rare
writers who never disappoint you when you meet
them in the flesh. He has what Thucydides
makes Pericles call " the simplicity of all noble
natures."

LORD MORLEY : Yes. Meredith, too, perhaps.
But Meredith was not simple. He was striking
to meet, but not exactly charming. He was too
hard for that. But Matthew Arnold had charm
(February 15, 1918).

His admiration for Hardy, with whom he shared
the distinction of being the last of the great
Victorians, was whole-hearted and complete.
. ** There is something Shakespearean about Hardy,"
was a frequent comment of his. On my leaving
Flowermead one day for a visit to Max Gate, he
said at parting, " Give Hardy my love," and of
such greetings he was not prodigal. Another
day we discussed the verdict of Time on the
reputations of two great Victorians ;

LORD MORLEY : What do you think of Carlyle ?
; L H. M.:  He lives as a great prose colourist.